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Lloyd Anderson:  
 
Good morning, friends, were happy to be with you again today and to exclaim with you the 
wonders of our Lord Jesus Christ. These are not necessarily days of official Thanksgiving, but I 
wanted to share with you out of the Word of God, the heart represented in the Thanksgiving lives 
of men and women down the years, and the Thanksgiving heart of the Lord Jesus Christ Himself. 
In Matthew chapter 26 and verse 27, a verse that is very, very precious to my own heart, I want 
to read you concerning this very truth. And while you're getting your Bibles, Matthew chapter 
26, I'd like to say that this is Dr. Lloyd T. Anderson, pastor of Bethany Baptist Church in West 
Covina coming your way. It's always a joy to substitute for Dr. Talbot and do what little we can 
to help him physically, and to relieve him of just a little of the tremendous load that he's 
carrying. Now you have your Bibles, and we want to read just a word. "Standing before His 
disciples and lifting the cup," the scripture says, that "He took the cup and He began to give 
thanks." Now, this particular cup, containing the wine which represented the blood, which was 
soon to be shed on the cross for the sins of the world, was lifted by Jesus to His own lips. It was 
the cup of death, and yet with it, the very shadow of the cross was upon Him. And in spite of it, 
He could still take time to thank God. And crowded into that cup were the sins of the whole 
world, the wrath and judgment of Almighty God, and the sacrifice of Himself. And instead of 
shrinking from it and crying out to be delivered, He quietly bowed His head, and He thanked 
God for all that was going to take place.  
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You see, the crucial hour was now upon Him. The moment for which He had been born, and the 
moment which had brought Him into the world, and He was about ready to accomplish the 
redemption of mankind. And all of the agonies He was to experience in those awful hours, as He 
hung a victim on Calvary, were represented, my friend, in the cup, which He held in His blessed 
hand, and He thanked God in spite of the difficulties that lay ahead. How beautiful is the grace of 
gratitude in any believer's life? Someone has well said that Thanksgiving is the grace of resistless 
charm. And this is apparent in the life of the Lord Jesus Christ, as He was about to suffer and 
make His way to the cross. This beautiful flowers should grow and flourish in the garden of 
every human heart, among the children of God, as it did in the heart of Christ. Nothing is more 
tragic, nothing is a greater spectacle of inconsistency, than to see a manifestation of ingratitude 
in the heart of people who profess to love the Lord Jesus Christ. God expects every being in His 
creation to praise Him. In Psalm 150 in verse 6, "Let everything that hath breath praise the Lord, 
praise ye the Lord." And such as the last note sounded in the book of Psalms, the praise section 
of the Holy Scripture. Most of us are very familiar with the majestic one hundred and third 
psalm, and perhaps we can even quote its two opening verses. We often use them as a 
benediction. We are not so familiar, however, with the closing portion of that psalm. And to that 
particular part, I call your attention for just a moment. "Bless the Lord, He His angels that excel 
in strength, that do His commandments, harkening unto the voice of His word. Bless ye, the 
Lord, all ye His hosts. Bless ye, the Lord, all ye His hosts. Ye ministers of His that do His 
pleasure. Bless the Lord and all His works and all places of His dominion. Bless the Lord, oh, 
my soul."  
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The constant call to bless the Lord means to thank Him and to praise His name forever. 
Christians are to ascribe unto Him the glory due His divine person, and all of creation on earth 
and in heaven is called upon to sound the note of high praise unto Him, and it cannot be less than 
that. Some time ago, I read the story of an old Jewish legend as to the origin of praise and 
Thanksgiving. The old traditional legend said that after God had created mankind, He asked the 
angels what they thought of the world that He had now created. Only one thing is lacking, they 
said. It is the sound of praise to the Creator of the universe. And then the story goes, in the old, 
ancient, traditional legend, that God created music and the voice of the birds, the whispering of 
the winds, and the murmuring of the ocean, and He planted melody in the hearts of all mankind. 
Now this little fanciful fable and story of old has in it the suggestion of the truth, which is 
emphasized by the Psalmist in three consecutive hymns of praise and Thanksgiving. In Psalm 
105 and verse 1, "Oh give thanks unto the Lord and call upon His name, make known His deeds 
among the people." And then Psalm 106 and verse 1, "Praise ye the Lord. Oh, give thanks unto 
the Lord, for He is good and His mercy endureth forever." And then Psalm 107 and verse 1, "Oh, 
give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, for His mercy endureth forever." You know, it has 
always seemed to me is a very significant thing, that the book of Song should ever be placed in 
the middle of the Bible, with about as many books preceding it as there are books following it, 
and holding the Bible in our own hands, we can always turn to the book of Psalms with the 
greatest of ease by remembering that mechanically it comprises the center of the Bible itself.  
 
And so you begin to see that the note of praise binds together, as it were, all of God's divine 
revelation, and is at the center of everything that God has revealed to the sons of men. All of our 
Thanksgiving should be in two directions, namely vertically and horizontally. This is as God 
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would have it to be. Jesus Christ acted in that very fashion. He praised God and He thanked men. 
There was the vertical and there was the horizontal. His gratitude went upward and His 
Thanksgiving went outward. Now, gratitude should be expressed in both directions if it's to be 
truly genuine. Paul not only praised the Lord in all his blessed epistles, but he took time to thank 
his brethren for their fellowship and suffering, and their fellowship and Christian service. And all 
our talk about praising the Lord is only pious chicanery if we are ungrateful to one another. It 
was Dr. J.H. Jowett of Precious Memory who said "No one is going to have anything worth 
calling a harp and glory who has not already harp music in his own soul." And for a little while, I 
want to take down the Thanksgiving harp of the Lord Jesus Christ as He lived upon the Earth, 
and point out to you some of the notes of praise which Jesus continually sounded upon that harp. 
Jesus taught the importance of being grateful and thankful, and He went so far in His great 
Sermon on the Mount, as in Matthew 5:44 to say "bless them that curse you, do good to them 
that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use you and persecute you." Now this is a 
difficult thing to do. But He would not have called upon us to do this if He felt it was an 
impossibility. He supplies the grace with which it becomes a possibility.  
 
When He hung upon the cross, He prayed, "Father, forgive them, for they know not what they 
do." God heard, and God answered that prayer. And, my friend, we feel its effect in this gracious 
hour. For God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto Himself, not imputing their trespasses 
unto them. And before He left this world, the Book of Luke in chapter 24 in verse 50 says, "He 
lifted up His hands and He blessed the people." You see, Jesus always expressed His love and 
His gratitude to those who came in touch with Him for those three years, from the time the 
Herald Angels at His birth began to cry out, "Glory to God in the highest", until the moment He 
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ascended back to His Father again, Thanksgiving was the principal characteristic of His life. It 
was a thankfulness such as the world had never, never seen, and will witness only again when 
Christ is incarnated in the yielded lives of His own children. It is the psalmist David, who puts 
prophetic words into the lips of Christ, when he wrote "seven times a day do I praise Thee 
because of Thy righteous judgments." It was Henry Ward Beecher who wrote beautifully, "As 
flowers carry dewdrops trembling on the edges of the petals and ready to fall at the first waft of 
wind or the brush of a bird, so the heart should carry its beaded words of Thanksgiving, and at 
the first breath of heavenly flavor, let down the shower, perfumed with the gratitude of the 
human heart." Oh, what a word picture of that which was ever present in the life of Jesus Christ 
Himself. The very one who gave thanks, and the very one who lived it, continually desired it. 
And having healed the ten lepers as they moved toward the city of Jerusalem, it was Jesus who 
cried out, "And where are the nine?" Because you remember, only one out of the ten had 
returned to glorify and thank God for what had been done for him.  
 
And this gratitude, my friend, pleased the Lord. Though a stranger of Samaria, the leper was 
made perfectly whole. Oh that you and I could give unto Christ that which is His earnest and 
deepest due. Then I think we need to remember that the Lord Jesus Christ was grateful for the 
very common necessities of life. Twice in the miracle of the feeding of the 5,000 men, plus the 
women and the children, do we note the fact of His own thankfulness. And in this the only one of 
His miracles recorded by all four of the evangelists in the New Testament, we read these words, 
"and Jesus took the loaves, and when He had given thanks, He distributed to the disciples. And 
how be it there came other boats from Tiberius nigh unto the place where they did eat bread, and 
after that, the Lord had given thanks." You see, in the similar miracle of the feeding of the 4,000, 
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mention is made of His Thanksgiving unto God. His spirit of gratitude characterized both of 
these miraculous events, and there would be far less of beauty in either if this note of praise had 
never been sounded at all. It is so easy to take the common things of life as a matter of course, 
my friend, only too often we can find our Thanksgiving to the special and to the unusual 
occasions of the year. But it was never true of the Lord Jesus Christ. Historic Christianity has 
always laid emphasis upon the little things, and gave God the glory for the commonplace. You 
see, the Lord of Glory is the one offering thanks, the one who is able to say "the world is mine 
and the fullness thereof." And yet He is grateful. Listen to me. He is grateful for just a few loaves 
and fishes. 
 
He it was who had the power to transform every blade of grass upon which the people sat, and 
He changed it into a full dinner pail, and yet He did not let His ingratitude destroy the truth of the 
moment. Christ was filled with gratitude. How beautiful, how absurd, my friend, must this sen-
this scene have appeared to the onlooker. Thousands of hungry people were seated before Him 
needing to be fed. And here He was, giving thanks for that which was hardly enough for a boy's 
little lunch. I wonder sometimes if the Thanksgiving did not have something to do with the 
miracle. I am constrained to feel that if there were more gratitude for what we do have, meagre 
though we might feel it to be, the supply would be greater than ever before. God wants to enlarge 
our faith, and faith can only be enlarged when you and I are thankful to Him. Let's take a 
moment to try that very thing. The next time you kneel down to pray, why don't you give God 
thanks for what He has already done for you? Instead of grumbling, we need to thank God for 
the crumb, and we need to see it multiply into a loaf of bread. I'm happy today to be able to call 
your attention to the fact that the thanks which was offered by Jesus on this particular occasion 
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was not done in a corner, nor was it spoken in silence. Mute depreciation seems to have no place 
in the plan of God. God wants us to speak out and express through our own hearts, and our lives, 
and our lips, and our manner of living the very praise we would tender and given unto Him. Yes, 
Jesus was not ashamed to acknowledge the giver of every good and perfect gift, the Father was 
real to Him and worthy to be praised at all times and before all the people.  
 
And we need to learn never to put a morsel of food to our lips without first thanking God for 
providing it for us. It ill behooves the children of His grace and glory to spend their time 
murmuring and complaining. Thanksgiving magnifies Him as well as our blessing. "Bless the 
Lord O my soul, and forget not all His benefits." These benefits may be spiritual, they may be 
material, they may be physical. Whichever or whatever they may be, He deserves to be blessed. 
And as the master played upon the Golden Harp of praise, my friend He sounded again and again 
the note of Thanksgiving for little children. You know, I never look into the face of a little baby 
or a little child without being thankful to God for physical life. What would the world be without 
the laughter of a child or even the cry of the infant? No one has ever appreciated children, as did 
Jesus, and no one ever saw in them as much as he saw. You know, on one occasion, the little 
children became a nuisance to the disciples. To many, many parents, children are an unwanted 
thing, but to Jesus, heaven was made up of them. He was displeased when the little ones were 
kept from Him, and dog-tired as He often was, He did not say run along, or go away, or don't 
bother Me, no. We hear that voice of vocal velvet as he says, "suffer the little children to come 
unto Me and forbid them not. For of such is the kingdom of heaven." Children were His desire, 
and children were His delight, and He loved to be around them. We read in Mark ten and verse 
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sixteen how that He took them up in His own arms, and He put His hands upon them, and He 
blessed every little child.  
 
The little word blessed comes from a Greek word from which the word eulogy and the English 
makes its appearance. It means that Jesus spoke well of, and He thanked God for the little 
children. Oh my friend, have you ever taken time to thank God for the children in your own 
home? I know they get in trouble. I know they cry and squall and get you into difficulty and take 
your time. But, my friend, as you take time to look down the years as to what they might 
possibly become, have you ever taken time to thank God for the members of your family? Do 
you show your appreciation to the Lord by trying to teach them and train them in the things of 
Jesus Christ? Oh how tragic for a child to be a member of a home in which the Lord Jesus Christ 
is not exalted, where there is no family altar, where there is no praying, where the Word of God 
is never read. What a heartbreak to God it must be, as He sees the home where these things are 
true. On every hand, people are talking about the underprivileged children of the Middle East, 
and the pictures we see of the poor little half-starved children are enough to wring our hearts. But 
have we ever stopped to think of the multitudes of underprivileged children living in our own 
homes, many of them living in spacious houses on the boulevard, and yet my friend 
underprivileged because their parents never open their mouths to talk to them about Jesus Christ. 
There's plenty of liquor in the refrigerator. There are plenty of cards on the table, plenty of 
magazines with stories that are not what they ought to be lying around the house. But there is no 
prayer, and there is no Bible, and there is no spiritual life.  And my friend, you and I as parents, 
need to do what we can to stimulate that very thing.  
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Jesus Christ was thankful for the little children. Then I think Jesus sounded another note, and I 
think I ought to mention it to you this morning. He was thankful for answered prayer. In the book 
of John, chapter eleven and verse forty one, "And then they took away the stone from the place 
where the dead was laid, and Jesus lifted up His eyes and said, 'Father, I thank Thee that Thou 
hast heard Me.'" You see, prayer meant everything to Jesus. It was the most important thing in 
His life. He emphasized it above all things else. It was not a mere form of religious exercise to 
our Lord. Prayer was real, and prayer was His vital breath. Jesus not only taught the value of 
prayer, but He practiced it continually in His life. There never was a moment in His life when He 
did not feel the need of prayer, and there never was a circumstance when prayer was not 
definitely and deeply appropriate. There never has been and there never will be a moment in the 
life of any child of God, my friend, when prayer is not a necessary thing. Our every breath 
should be one of heart lifted in prayer. I've often wondered how I would feel if all the privileges 
attached to prayer were denied to me. Yet with heaven's door wide open, and a loving Heavenly 
Father to hear and to heed the voice of His own child, how seldom do we take advantage of this 
holy exercise, my friend? We need not only pray more, but we need to thank God more for 
prayer and for the glorious answers to petition, which you and I have experienced before Him. 
Then it's interesting to notice that, strangely enough, Jesus Christ was even thankful for 
opposition that came to Him.  
 
While you and I complain, and sometimes we grow bitter and rebellious in the face of storms in 
life, Jesus bowed His head, and He gave thanks unto His heavenly Father. Now this is indeed the 
triumph which every believer is privileged to enjoy. And God, you can be assured, will make it 
possible. When confronted by opposition and misunderstanding, when opposed by those who are 
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bitter and prejudiced, Jesus could always lift His eyes heavenward and begin to thank our 
Heavenly Father. The 11th chapter of the Gospel of Matthew records how the opposition to Jesus 
had begun. Even John the Baptist was experiencing the hatred of the officials, and yet, before 
this chapter comes to a close, we hear Jesus in prayer as He cries out. At that time, Jesus 
answered and said, "I thank Thee, oh Father, Lord of Heaven and Earth, because Thou hast hid 
these things from the wise and the prudent, and hast revealed them unto babes." What Jesus 
faced daily was enough to discourage any man, I care not who he might be. When He spake the 
truth about Himself as being the true bread which came down from heaven, He had to face a 
barrage of stones that were hurled at Him by angry men who called Him a blasphemer because 
He tried to make Himself, they said, equal with God. They were constantly plotting to put Him to 
death, and it's hard to give thanks, always under such conditions. And yet Jesus did, and He 
never failed to give God the glory. And I wanted to share that truth with you this morning. The 
second chapter of the book of Jonah, way back in the Old Testament, records the prayer which 
the disobedient prophet of God prayed in the belly of the whale.  
 
On he went in his marvelous praying until he finally said, "But I will sacrifice unto Thee with a 
voice of Thanksgiving, I will pay that which I have vowed. Salvation is of the Lord." No sooner 
was the note of praise sounded than the whale got rid of him, and he was vomited upon the dry 
land we read in Jonah chapter 2. Surely here is a direct connection between the voice of 
Thanksgiving and the voice of spiritual deliverance. Opposition may be overcome with a note of 
praise, and I'm sure there are many of you listening to the sound of my voice today who have 
encountered opposition in the business world, in your social life, in your own family, and loved 
ones, and friends. It's very difficult to love people who do not love you. It's not easy to care for 
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people who do not care for you. But my friend, the Lord Jesus Christ did. Basically and 
axiomatically Jesus Christ loved everybody, whether they loved Him or not. And Jesus could 
even lift His face toward heaven and cry out, "I thank Thee even for the opposition that comes to 
Me." And then I think we need to be reminded today that the Lord Jesus Christ could give thanks 
for His own death. This seems almost incredible, doesn't it? It's hard to believe that Jesus could 
close His eyes and lift His face, and thank God because He was going to die, die the horrible 
death of the cross. And yet in Matthew chapter 26 and verse 27, the scripture makes it very clear 
that He took the cup and He gave thanks. What did He see in the cup? My friend, as He looked 
into that cup, He saw its deepest, dirtiest, filthiest dregs, and He saw the sin of the whole world 
as in a moment of time it would be rolled upon Him, and He vicariously would become the 
substitute for man's sin, and He would die the death of the unrighteous, in order that we who 
believe in Him might be called the righteousness of God.  
 
All through the Old Testament days when the brazen altar stood in the courtyard of the 
Tabernacle, and as lambs and bulls were brought to the sacrifice, they came bleating and 
bellowing. But the true Lamb of God gave thanks. There was no shrinking from the danger of the 
cross, as cattle seem to do sometimes when they're led to the slaughter. There was no trembling. 
There was no voice of regret that He had come to this fatal hour of His own death. In the garden 
of Gethsemane, when Jesus sought to impose upon Him a premature death, you remember Jesus 
cried out to His own Heavenly Father to let this cup pass away from Him. He shrank from the 
idea of dying in any other way then upon the death of the cross, as it had been predicted in the 
Scriptures of God. Such a death would have defeated the whole program of divine redemption, 
and Satan would have been Victor and man would have been eternally hopeless, and doomed, 
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and dammed. The cross, with all that it entailed was His goal, and we thank God that He reached 
it, and when He had accomplished what needed to be done, and when God's righteousness had 
now been vindicated and our sin debt had been paid, Jesus was able to cry out "It is finished." 
And Christ looked upon the broken bread and the wine and the cup, which was to be sipped by 
all his disciples as something very deeply filled with signification. The full measure of it was 
known only to Him, and yet He could thank God, He was filled with praise and gratitude in the 
midst of His impending death. Yes, Thanksgiving can go no higher. His blood saved the human 
race and rises to sprinkle the mercy seat in the throne room of God above.  
 
Oh have you and I thanked God, as we ought to? Do we rejoice in His finished work on our 
behalf? Here are the words of Paul as we bring our message to a close and come to prayer, 
"Thanks be unto God for His unspeakable gift." Yes, we have much for which to thank God. We 
thank God for this school. We thank God for the men and women who are doing such a 
wonderful work in the lives of the young men and the young women. God grant that many of 
them shall go out to the mission fields of the world and preach the unsearchable riches of Jesus 
Christ. For we pray it in His name and for His sake, amen.  
 
Announcer:  
 
This Friday night at the beautiful new campus auditorium, Biola will present the concluding film 
program in their first annual Festival of Films. Featured that evening is the recently released of 
World Vision Incorporated entitled "A Cry in the Night" in a premiere showing. "A Cry in the 
night" is a 52 minute production in color and sound depicting the spiritual needs of Asia and the 
work of dedicated Christian missionaries throughout that vast area. The program began sharply 
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at 7:00 pm, that's in the Biola campus auditorium, Friday night, on Biola Avenue between 
Rosecrans and Imperial in La Mirada. 
 
